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Abstract: Poetic wisdom is a unique power for the primitive human to understand the natural world, 

and it is also a kind of original and creative wisdom that children obtain. This wisdom is rooted in 

childrens instincts and is the most precious wisdom in life. Taking the American children's literature 

work Pollyanna as an example, this paper analyses the poetic quality from three aspects: poetic 

wisdom, poetic language and poetic spirit. 

1 Introduction 

Children's minds are full of illusions, and often mixed with reality and fantasy. They can't tell which 

one is fantasy and which one is reality. Children's world is a poetic country where poetic quality and 

children's spirit has essential contact, therefore poetic quality is the most fundamental aesthetic 

appeal of children's literature. Studying children's literature from poetic quality is a relative new 

research approach which abandons the traditional study of educational function. It is conducive to 

enhancing the understanding and respect of the poetic quality of children's literature, so as to promote 

the correspondence of adult spiritual world and children's spiritual world and realize the aesthetic 

integration between the two. 

Pollyanna is a best-selling novel by Eleanor H. Porter that is now considered aclassic of America 

childrens literature. The novel tells the story of an optimistic little girl --- Pollyanna, who faces every 

challenge of life by playing the Glad Game that she has learntfrom her father. The story begins when 

Pollyanna, after the death of her parents, wassent by the charitable organization, Ladies Aid, to live 

with her mothers real sisterand her only relative, Aunt Polly. Aunt Polly is a wealthy and stern lady 

who rejected her at first, but Pollyanna returned her with joy and eventually touched everyone in her 

town. Pollyanna not only affected the lives of the American people, but also greatly affected the lives 

of people all over the world. 
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2 Poetic wisdom 

The word poetic means creation in Latin etymology. Poetic wisdom is a kind of creative wisdom with 

rich imagination. The concept of poetic wisdom was put forward by an Italian thinker--- Giovanni 

Battista Vico in the 18th century during the debate between philosophy and culture, and he named the 

original wisdom of mankind as poetic wisdom. He pointed out that poetic wisdom is the source of 

human culture and rational thinking mode. Poetic Wisdom contains almost everything that is original. 

The primitive people are full of strong feelings and vivid imagination, so they saw everything as a 

living life from the perception of human nature, from their own sensory experience and emotions. 

This situation is very similar to childrens behavior: they take inanimate objects in their hands and play 

with them, talk and laugh, like communicating with living people. Creativity is children's nature, and 

children's wisdom is a kind of creative wisdom. It is like a mother who gave birth to all kinds of 

germination of human intelligence. When people praise children as poets, artists, philosophers, 

dreamers, explorers and gamers, they are in fact using metaphor for childrens poetic wisdom. 

Children's poetic wisdom is rustic. The "rustic" here means "original", "natural" and "innocent". As a 

result, when reading children's literature, the reader will find the poetic wisdom that shines 

everywhere in the book. 

In Pollyanna, for example, the reader is often touched by the poetic wisdom. Pollyanna asked her 

aunt to take in stray cat and puppy, and when her aunt retorted, she looked at the kitten's frightened 

eyes, saying softly "He's scared, and he doesn't understand that we're going to take care of him. In 

Pollyannas eyes, everything is alive. She is compassionate, and carefully experiencing the feelings of 

the kitten and puppies. Her creativity gives emotion to everything. When Pollyanna first arrived at her 

aunt's house, she imagined she would live in a warm and beautiful room decorated with pictures in 

wall, but her aunt just arranged a small, sultry attic with only a small window for her. The smart, 

optimistic Pollyanna was not too sad. She went to her picture as she mentally designated the beautiful 

view from the window, and she saw a huge tree flung great branches. To Pollyanna they looked like 

arms outstretched, inviting her. 

She even spoke to Nancy: I hadnt seen this before, with those trees and the houses and that lovely 

church spire, and the river shining just like silver. Why, Nancy, there doesnt anybody need any 

pictures with that to look at. This is a valuable wisdom that the utilitarian adult world is hard to have, 

and it is imaginative, simple, beautiful and loving. What is a blessed life?  Pollyanna tells us that is 

happiness, an optimistic attitude to life, and a calm mind in the face of all setbacks, however behind 

all of this is the poetic wisdom. It is based on the emotional and imaginative mind, which makes the 

world become rich and colorful. This original human mind is poetic wisdom. The novel succeeds in 
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combining child-like way of thinking with their inner feelings, creating a strong poetic and childlike 

imagination. 

3 Poetic language 

In New Science, Vico first put forward the concept of poetic language, trying to reveal poetic factors 

from the original language and primitive metaphors. Poetic language mainly uses contrast, compare, 

metaphor and other means of expression. Its main characteristics are: the clarity of the appearance, 

the implicitness of the expression and the richness of the emotion. Appearance is the perceptual 

cognitive image of the object formed by people through perception. A great part of implied meaning 

is embodied by literal expressions, which makes poetic language having deep aesthetic characteristics. 

In addition, Emotion is the soul of poetic language. 

Literature works are the works of language. Language constitutes the base of literature and contains 

the mystery of aesthetic. Poetic language is rich in creativity because authors usually use metaphors 

to create profound meaning, and thus in turn enhanced the artistry of the work. Metaphor is the 

fundamental characteristic of poetic language. Broadly speaking, there is no poetic language without 

metaphor. In Pollyannas story, when people around her suffered difficulties, setbacks, injustices, or 

sadness, the little girl always comforted them with "dolls" and "crutches" and eventually got them 

through their psychological difficulties. When reading the book, readers would slowly realized that 

"doll" represented what people desire to have and pursue, while "the crutches" represented what 

people really have. The wisdom to find a balance between the gaps and being glad was what 

Pollyanna or the author wanted to deliver to us. The "frozen meat", "chicken", "sheep's hooves" and 

"mutton soup" that Mrs. Snow criticized was a symbol of the status quo we are never satisfied with. 

When Mrs. Snow "opened the curtains," "changed into a new pajamas," "started doing needlework"; 

when the little widow Mrs. Benton wore a light blue bow tie; when the Reverend Paul Ford changed 

the opening statement of the sermon from "you hypocrites" to "You righteous", we saw the changes 

that Pollyanna had brought to the little town. Because of her inspiring power, Dr. Chilton even 

brought her directly to the patient as a nutrition supplement." Pollyanna warmed the people around 

her like the sun, and as Mr. Pendleton said: "I think the most beautiful of all the pendants is you, 

Pollyanna!" One day, like one of the prisms that you love so well, little girl, you danced into my life, 

and flecked my dreary old world with dashes of the purple and gold and scarlet of your own bright 

cheeriness. The story uses the most sincere emotion and the most poetic language to describe the 

beauty in the word and changes of life in the small town. The poetic language of this work also 

focuses on the repeated words of "a woman's hand and heart" and " a childs presence", repeatedly 
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used by Pollyanna and Mr. Pendleton and Mr. Chilton, which is the most primitive metaphor and 

compliment to love and marriage. 

4 Poetic Spirit 

The essential part of poetic quality is instinct feeling, imagination, and passion, therefore poet is 

actually a creator. Children's world is full of entertaining, fun, fantasy, imagine and curiosity, which 

are the main manifestations of children's spiritual world and also the main characteristics of poetic 

spirit. Thus, the childrens spirit fits the poetic spirit. Games are the main part of children's life, and 

childlike games are one of the important forms of human poetic spirit. Johan Huizinga, a Dutch 

cultural historian discovered the game tradition or more precisely speaking, the poetic tradition of 

human culture from the perspective of game. He suggested that the essence of man is "the man of the 

game". The transcendent, aesthetic, and imaginary characteristics of the game are poetic spirit. The 

game is the most important form of human poetic spirit. The commonness between poets and children 

is that they are equally creative. In this term, children are born poets, and they are the creators of their 

own and the future. Sigmund Freud said: The poet does the same thing as a child does in a game." 

Every child who plays a game looks like a poet who's expanding his imagination, you see, aren't they 

rearranging the world around them and making it look like a new look which they prefer? In the realm 

of games, child, poet and primitive is the same one. 

Pollyanna revolves around her Glad Game, which runs through the whole story. Playing the same 

favorite game over and over again is also the greatest fun for children. Pollyanna brought the game 

from the children's world to the adult, and as a result brought the happiness from child's world to the 

adult. When Nancy learned to play it, she no longer hated her name; when Mrs. Snow learned to play 

it, she regained her self-confidence; when old Tom learned to play it, he stopped fretting about 

hunchbacks; and even the sun played the game". When Aunt Polly, the first person who heard about 

the game, was reluctant to know the game at the beginning becoming the last player eventually in the 

story, everyone's heart opened and the story goes to a happy ending. There are winners and losers in 

every game, just like happy moments and bad-lucky days in life. This is same to Pollyanna, who was 

unable to continue playing when she lay alone in the attic, when the Women's Association refused to 

help orphan Jimmy, and when she knew she could no longer walk. But in the end her bravery, 

strength and wisdom quickly brought her back to the fun of the game. In the game, the curious player 

freely and independently use their imagination and emotion into the activities, to create their own 

unique new world. Life itself is like a game, each of us is a player, so we need the game spirit and the 

poetic wisdom. In the human spiritual world we should live like poets. There is a great essential 

similarity between poetics spirit and games: vivid imagination, intense curiosity, and rich emotion. 
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On the other hand, As a children's literature, the novel also conveys some positive energy about 

growth to children: in front of challenges, they should learn to face it bravely like in every game they 

played since childhood, to overcome fear, to conquer difficulties, try to solve, and finally get growth 

with a happy ending. 

The poetic spirit of children's literature is also reflected in the aesthetic quality of children. Children 

are born with the beauty of naivety, harmony, and transcendence, which enable them to have 

profound aesthetic quality. Pollyanna saw the beauty of Mrs. Snow, who was sick and lying in her bed 

all the year round. She found Mrs. Snow's big and dark eyes, curly hairs and the two red spots in her 

cheeks. She also found the "darling little black curls" in Aunt Polly's hair, she dressed Aunt Polly up 

in a red rose and lace shawl. She would heartily praise them: "You are so pretty!" Children's 

imagination can highlight things that we don't often value, and can go beyond people's daily aesthetic 

experience and touch the core of things. Life is not short of beauty, what we need is purity, good will, 

imaginative mind and the eyes that can find beauty. This poetic spirit of "true", "good" and "beauty" 

contrasts sharply with hypocrisy, jealousy and utilitarianism in the adult world. From childrens 

unique aesthetic angle, this novel is not only filled with childrens inner experience but also their 

feelings of the world, and is therefore a successful and classic work. A good children's literature 

writer must be willing to stand with children, good at listening to children's ears from a child's point of 

view, to see in the eyes of children, especially to experience in the hearts of children. The linguistic 

appeal, picturesque scenery and the attracting storyline in children's literature create a unique 

aesthetic quality. 

5 Conclusions 

Pure nature is the soul of children's literature, so there is infinite space of imagination, sincere 

emotion and wonderful ideal of life hidden in excellent children's literature works. Poetic quality is 

the eternal quality of children's literature. The ultimate goal of human poetic wisdom is harmony, 

which includes harmony between man and nature, as well as harmony between people. Only by 

harmony can mankind live poetically in this land. In contemporary, materialistic adult worlds, we 

may find the answer of how to bring back this most primitive wisdom from the children's world and 

children's literature work. 
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