
SSH, 2020. 
http://paper.ieti.net/ssh/index.html     
DOI:10.6896/IETITSSH.202003_6.0007 
 

65 
 

The significance of photography basic course in higher education-the present situation and 

development of photography basic course as a general art course 

Xing Xiangyang 

Wuhan Business University, China 

441903836@QQ.com 

Keywords: higher education, photography foundation, education predicament, training objective, 

training location. 

 

Abstract. Art education is an aesthetic education that cultivates people's ability to perceive, 

appreciate and create beauty. Photography art, on the other hand, relies on light, tone, line and tone to 

form its own unique modeling language. People use cameras as a high-tech tool to express their 

subjective feelings and emotional thoughts about the objective world. 

1 Introduction 

Since the emergence of advanced photography, the concept of photography education in universities 

is constantly changing. At the beginning, photography major has been regarded as vocational 

technical skill training, of which the philosophy is mainly to combine teaching with practical 

operation, teach students to operate cameras and the methods & principles of film production. With 

the development of photography education, photography has gone beyond the scope of technology 

and skills and become a tool for photographers to express their ideas. 

With the development of social economy in recent years, the cause of higher photography education 

in China has developed rapidly and achieved a breakthrough. At the same time, a lot of problems are 

encountered. To this end, we should make a careful summary of the industry we love and carry out 

scientific photography education. 

2 The purpose of higher photography education 

The value orientation of the cultivation goal is the ultimate goal of education, that is, the purpose of 

education, which can also be said to be the ideal of education. The educational purpose of higher 

photography should be a high-level pursuit to bring up the overall development of photography skills 

and communication. The aim is to train photographic professionals who master professional 

photographic knowledge and basic theories of photographic art systematically, take into account the 
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contemporary visual art concepts and expressions, and master the skills of image art creation, design, 

film and television art creation and communication. 

The study of advanced photography cannot be aimed solely at meeting the needs of social services. 

The practicality and service are only the by-products of higher education, not the starting point, not 

the end point. Higher photography education has its own comprehensiveness, systematicity, 

independence, relevance, let the students to express themselves, reflect themselves, go beyond 

themselves in the process of learning, so as to achieve the improvement of the people, to achieve the 

sublimation of work, to become an artistic talent with independent thinking, aesthetic personality and 

artistic creation, instead of growing into an artistic "craftsman". 

3 The importance of higher photography education 

Photography is not only a technology, but more importantly an art. It presents things, expresses ideas, 

conveys information. Nowadays, photography has become an indispensable part of our life. The 

arrival of the era of smart phone accelerates the use of photography. More and more people share and 

show their lives to their friends, relatives and even the world through a picture. Therefore, how to take 

a "good" photo has become the urgent need of many people. 

Photography covers optics, color knowledge, spatial geometry of the composition ability, as well as 

the computer and other multimedia assisted processing technology. While accurately expressing the 

things and ideas conveyed by the photographer, it gives the viewer visual enjoyment. This requires 

photographers to improve their own artistic accomplishment, enrich professional knowledge, 

broaden the scope of knowledge. 

4 The present situation of higher photography education 

In recent years, the number of students in higher photography education is gradually decreasing, and 

the source of students is missing year by year. Part of the reason is that with the social and economic 

development, convenient and quick digital cameras have become popular among the public, and 

people think that photography is just taking pictures and there is no need for higher education. With 

the emergence of various short-term training courses on photography in the market, people begin to 

believe that the short-term training on photography as a kind of interest is just as effective. There are 

some points I agree with. If people just take photography as a hobby, short-term training is more 

intuitive and direct. But if people regard photography as an artistic and scientific discipline, then 

higher education of photography is essential. The current situation of higher photography education 

deserves our careful examination. 
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Current situation 1 : the improvement of teaching system. Chinese photography has a long history 

and has developed rapidly since the 20th century. However, very few types of teaching material, slow 

updating of teaching material, and lack of normative systematic specialized teaching material are 

major problems. Moreover, the phenomenon of "one specialty and many abilities" in teaching is also 

widespread. Broadly speaking, photographic technology includes commercial photography, news 

photography, film and television media, medical photography, astronomical photography and so on. 

Moreover, commercial photography also includes advertising photography, portrait photography, 

product photography, film and television media, including dynamic video recording, sound art, 

post-editing and so on. Different kinds of photography involve different professional knowledge. 

Therefore, there should be a more moderate choice on major classification and course setting. In the 

context of weak higher photography education in the past, the current photography education teachers 

are bound to have defects, and the professional evaluation and education system standards have not 

been completely established. 

Current situation 2 :Photography was born in France with a history of more than 160 years. China's 

reform and opening up in the past two decades have proved that photography plays an irreplaceable 

role in social development. Photography is a carrier, a language, and a technical science developed on 

the basis of visual arts theory. However, the early existence form of Chinese photography makes 

people feel that photography is just taking photos, taking registration photos and taking wedding 

photos. Photography is just a hobby, which cannot become a discipline, and they don't even know 

what students on photography major can do after graduation. These problems will receive more and 

more attention in higher education of photography. 

Current situation  3: The introduction of photographic equipment is especially important in 

photographic higher education. Practical operational ability is emphasized in the teaching process, 

while the lack of teaching equipment directly affects the teaching concept and the completion of 

teaching tasks. Under the influence of the current digital tide, image post-processing has become a 

required course for the photography industry, and the updating speed of various hardware facilities 

still needs to be accelerated. 

Current situation 4 : Collection and exhibition of works. In Europe, schools not only attach great 

importance to students' photographic works, but also provide maximum space for students to display 

their works. School will provide guidance on shooting plan, the selection of shooting topics, and 

sorting and publishing of excellent works. And these publications will be sold in some museums and 

galleries. With such a set of exhibition plan, not only the education achievements of student period 

are affirmed, but also gradually let students feel the value of their works.  
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5 Ways to develop advanced photography 

In the construction of photography major, a series of problems, such as unreasonable course 

configuration, inadequate hardware facilities and imperfect teaching software system, are hindering 

the development of photography education. Therefore, it is particularly important to change such 

status quo. 

5.1 Change the ideology of teachers 

In terms of photographic art, higher education photography should focus on the word "art". It is 

important to accumulate the ability of art appreciation repeatedly while learning this skill, which 

needs to be gradually guided and perfected through several years of college study. Higher education 

on photography allow students to learn more about the history of fine arts and photography, achieve a 

general understanding and identification of the mainstream art of photography, and greatly improve 

their creative ideas and techniques. Photography and fine arts compatible and interlinked. However, 

there are obvious differences between them. Photography and fine arts have their own differences, so 

that photography has its own independent art theoretical basis and technical techniques system. 

On this basis, it can meet the various needs of students, let students know the difference between 

higher photography education and short-term training in the market, make students clearly 

understand the role of their own learning at each stage, and provide the society with independent 

artistic talents. Teachers can prescribe some specific shooting topics for students to complete, give 

guidance to students where they cannot solve, or lead students to complete some practical projects, so 

that students can gradually grow in the process of being assistants. For some students, practical 

activities are not only limited to taking photos, but also include organizing and participating in 

planning exhibitions, completing social surveys and other forms. Teachers can make flexible 

arrangements based on their personal advantages. In the learning process, teachers should emphasize 

the role of art accumulation and aesthetic ability, let students gradually master various skills and 

theories, know their strengths and weaknesses, and cooperate to solve problems. 

5.2 Clear course orientation 

As far as schools are concerned, the higher photography education must also accelerate the pace of 

reform. In the era of rapid development of knowledge economy, it also poses a severe challenge to 

university education. The confusion of teaching concept and the inaccurate professional orientation 

lead to the marginalization of higher photography education. The cultivation of art theory and art 

appreciation is increasingly weakened, while the instrumentality is expanded infinitely, resulting in 
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the education model being infinitely close to the social training model. As a result, fewer and fewer 

people choose to spend three years and energy studying photography in college. 

The teaching of advanced photography is basically the specialty of the school, which requires the 

school to analyze in combination with its own conditions, combine the teaching environment, the 

source structure of students, faculty, and formulate a clear and potential direction in running the 

school. Only in this way can the teaching system and teaching measures be constantly improved for 

students, schools and society. 

Clear course orientation, that is to consider the issue of major setting. According to the functions of 

photography, it can be divided into the following categories: pure artistic photography for aesthetics, 

commercial photography for publicity, and news photography for communication. 

With the development of the Times and the wide application of digital technology, the scope of 

photography is getting larger and larger, and film and television are gradually brought into the 

professional field of photography, so that photography is divided into two different professional 

directions, graphic photography and film & television photography. If the major of film and 

television exists as the main major, the school must make corresponding adjustments in teaching 

facilities. If this major is established when the school conditions are not mature, teaching facilities 

and the faculty cannot provide adequate support. More importantly, it is difficult for students to enter 

the related film and television industry after graduation. 

From this point of view, our teaching orientation should not be to cultivate all-round talents who are 

proficient in everything, but to cultivate a master in a certain field. Only by adjusting the appropriate 

curriculum system, can higher photography education sail far. 

5.3 Improve the hardware environment of photography 

Schools should be equipped with sufficient photographic teaching facilities, expand the types and 

areas of film studios, increase the number and types of lamps, so as to ensure the completion of 

teaching tasks and the improvement of teaching quality. At the same time, schools should provide 

professional software systems and software environment, thus achieving a balance between students 

and computers. At the same time, the introduction of large landline and support from landline related 

accessories are needed. 

5.4 Improve teaching software 

Backward training mode, especially lack of stimulation and challenge to students' intellectual 

development. We should arrange mutual learning and exchanges between colleges and universities, 
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arrange students to take part-time jobs in enterprises and study in relevant schools abroad, so that they 

can strengthen their self-learning, self-research and improve their self-value. 

Schools should organize students to participate in various commercial activities and media publicity, 

and establish a mechanism for collecting and publishing students' excellent works. 

5.5 Expand the publicity of photography education 

There are still a variety of social misunderstanding and prejudice on photography. People do not think 

of photography as a scientific discipline, and do not understand the scope of the photographer's work. 

We should increase the publicity of higher photography education, so that people can understand 

photography from various aspects. At the same time, the activity should be deeply into the 

extracurricular practice of primary and secondary schools to sow the seed of the beauty of 

photography in the hearts of children. 

As the implementers of higher photographic education, we should actively strengthen the 

communication among photographic groups, place the higher photographic education in a more 

macro social level,  summarize the characteristics of photographic theory and development direction, 

and strengthen the theoretical construction. At the same time, we should strive to change the current 

situation that theoretical research lags behind creative practice, encourage innovation, advocate the 

style of study that pays equal attention to theoretical research and technology and science, and work 

with the society to establish a theoretical system of photography with Chinese characteristics. 
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