
 

IInvestigation and Research on Music Appreciation Courses in Higher 
Vocational Colleges of Art under the Background of Greater Bay Area 

Jingyi ZHANG 

Office of Academic Research, Lecturer,Guangdong Dance and Drama College, Canton, China 

Email address: 
17101475@qq.com(Jingyi Zhang)  

Abstract:Some views in the industry believe that the teaching situation of music appreciation in higher vocational colleges is 
not ideal, and the lack of mature teaching model and strategy; Some people think that the teaching of music appreciation is free 
and scattered, with uneven quality. These problems need to be analyzed in a specific way under special circumstances. As for art 
vocational colleges, the key is how to establish the teaching mode and teaching method of music appreciation in line with this 
level, how to distinguish the teaching of art undergraduate colleges, and how to conform to the knowledge level of vocational 
college students. Taking the music appreciation course of Guangdong Dance and Drama College as the teaching and research 
object, this course aims at alluding to all the higher vocational colleges of art. By means of questionnaire and data statistics, it 
flexibly adjusts the teaching contents and methods while practicing teaching, and the research results are more practical and 
valuable.  
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1. Introduction 
Higher vocational education is an important part of 

education in our country, which is the cross product of 
"higher education" and "vocational education". The higher 
vocational college of art refers to the college that only 
contains music, fine arts, drama performance and other art 
specialties in the higher vocational education, with the 
mission of cultural inheritance, cultural innovation and 
training of senior professionals. Guangdong Dance and 
Drama College is a public full-time higher vocational college 
of art, which was registered by the ministry of education and 
supervised by the department of culture in 2012. It was 
founded by the merger and upgrading of two secondary 
vocational schools, Guangdong Dance School (1959) and 
Guangdong Cantonese Opera School (1958). 

Based on class teaching, the writer from level 2015 to 
level 2017, a total of three grade respectively in the first 
week of the course, the first ten weeks, and 18 weeks, three 
questionnaire, each time to issue a total of 500 questionnaires, 
recycling effective questionnaire 1500, questionnaire mainly 
relates to "music appreciation" course situation, the teaching 
module of preferences and the content of the music quality.  

2. Curriculum Setting 

Guangdong Dance and Drama College takes the road of 
running a school with characteristics. Establish the idea of 
"Training Talents Around the Stage"; To build a "Trinity", 
that is, "Technical Secondary School and College Integration, 
Stage Performance and Stage Technology Integration, Small 
Stage and Big Stage Integration" pattern. The department of 
drama, dance, music, art and design, social culture and 
cultural creativity has nearly 20 majors. 

2.1.The opening of the music appreciation course 

The course of music appreciation in Guangdong Dance 
and Drama College has different teaching standards due to 
the different training plans of different departments. As of 
September 2017, there are departments offering music 
appreciation courses (Figure 1) : music department, drama 
department, social culture department and cultural creativity 
department. 

 

 
Figure 1.The opening of music appreciation  

The course "music appreciation" is offered for two 
semesters in the department of music, one semester in the 
department of drama, the department of social culture and the 
department of cultural creativity, and not in the department of 
dance and the department of art and design. From the point of 
view of teaching modules, in order to balance the content, all 
departments that offer courses are the same; From the 
specific content of the lecture, the music department is 
relatively detailed from theory to practice appreciation, while 
other one-semester courses are relatively simple in practice 

129

SSH, 2020. 
http://paper.ieti.net/ssh/index.html 
DOI:10.6896/IETITSSH.202005_7.0016



Investigation and Research on Music Appreciation Courses in Higher Vocational Colleges of Art under the 

Background of Greater Bay Area 
appreciation, only highlighting the appreciation of classical 
fragments. At present, the course is a public compulsory 
course in the department. 

According to the general office of the Ministry of 
Education on March 8, 2006, issued by the combination of 
art hall [2006] no. 3 files on the printed < national ordinary 
higher school public art curriculum guidelines > notice, it is 
required that every student in the school during the semester, 
at least in art limited elective course take 1 door and through 
the examination, art includes limiting elective courses 
including "music appreciation", "art appreciation", "the film 
and television appreciation", "theatre appreciation", "dance 
appreciation", "opera appreciation" and so on. The 
department of dance and the department of art and design 
currently do not offer the course of music appreciation, but it 
is planned to start from September 2018. The author will 
offer the public elective course of the whole school. It is 
recommended that students from these two departments 
choose the courses and popularize the course to the whole 
school. 

2.2.Students' preference for each teaching module of music 
appreciation 

According to the Guangdong Dance and Drama College 
"music appreciation" course standard, the course mainly 
divided into Chinese folk songs, Chinese opera, Chinese and 
foreign art songs, ethnic Musical Instruments, ethnic opera, 
symphony, piano and piano music, orchestral instruments of 
music, concerto, symphony, opera, ballet, twelve modules, 
based on teaching students questionnaire analysis (Figure 2), 
can be found that students of ethnic Musical Instruments, 
piano music and piano music, orchestral instruments, ballet 
has the strong interest, especially interested in Chinese opera, 
symphony. 

 

 
Figure 2.Music appreciation's favorite lecture module ����������������

author

In the teaching process, compared with grade 2015, grade 
2016 and grade 2017, grade 2017 students are the most active 
in class. They are generally serious about the teaching 
content and have positive interaction in class. In terms of the 
nature of teaching modules, the introduction and appreciation 

of Musical Instruments, especially the piano and piano music, 
will give a better image. With the widespread popularity of 
piano, students can easily participate in the teaching process. 
However, in the context of the current social music 
atmosphere and the information age dominated by 
entertainment, the appreciation of operas and symphonies is 
still limited to a few students, resulting in students' 
instinctive rejection of these contents, not because students 
cannot appreciate or do not understand appreciation. How to 
guide the students to set up the correct aesthetic standard and 
how to guide the students to appreciate, we need to improve 
constantly in the practice teaching. 

3. The Student Study Result 
Aiming at the students of art higher vocational colleges, 

this paper analyzes the learning effect from three aspects: the 
understanding of the teaching significance of "music 
appreciation" course, the level of students' artistic 
accomplishment and the teaching method expected by 
students through the questionnaire survey. 

3.1.Understanding of the teaching significance of music 
appreciation 

The teaching significance of "music appreciation" course 
was sorted out according to the answers of students' 
questionnaires (Figure 3). 94.13% (1412 students) chose to 
"improve their artistic accomplishment". 65.80% (987 
students) chose to "improve their personality and cultivate 
their sentiment". 84.60% (1,269) of the students chose to 
"enhance intelligence, imagination and creativity". 52.73% 
(791) of the students chose to be "happy and enrich the 
spiritual world". 58.40% (876) of the students chose to "learn 
more". 

 
Figure 3. The teaching significance of music appreciation ������������

the author  

"Music appreciation" course teaching significance of using 
a multiple-choice questionnaire way, I hope the students 
when the choice can comprehensive thinking teaching 
significance, and the pursuit of artistic accomplishment has 
more pressing, learn by appreciating art, art theory, art 
activities, etc., set up the correct aesthetic idea, develop the 
aesthetic taste, enhance the humanities accomplishment, 
understand the art of Chinese and foreign excellent results at 
the same time, respect the diversity of culture, cultivate their 
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innovation spirit and practice ability, strengthen the feelings 
of beauty, beauty, appreciating beauty and creating beauty 
ability, let the music appreciation become an important way 
to promote artistic accomplishment. 

3.2. Music literacy level of students of Guangdong Dance 
and Drama College 

According to the students' basic musical ability, a selective 
question is designed. The following is the questionnaire 
(Figure 4). It can be seen that as the arts of Guangdong 
Dance and Drama College, the students' basic ability of 
music and is not balanced, there are still most of the students 
can't know numbered musical notation and staff, only a few 
students can play at least one musical instrument, in addition 
to the music and drama students, most of the music 
professional class students in social and cultural system and 
cultural creativity. Although the course is "music 
appreciation", from the basic ability of the music of the 
questionnaire, students can understand the music literacy, 
music is the art of hearing, first need through the 
physiological mechanism and auditory feature to accept 
music works, from the point of the questionnaire, to analyze 
the students' literacy level music overall situation remains to 
be improved, will directly affect the appreciation of the 
quality of learning. 
 

 
Figure 4.Basic musical ability  

In terms of comprehensive music knowledge test, a 
questionnaire test was conducted in the first week of the 
course, and the final exam was taken as the last questionnaire 
test. Among them, the design includes listening to styles and 
works, common sense of Chinese and foreign music history, 
and knowledge of national and folk music, such as "listening 
to the sound to judge whether the music belongs to the 
baroque period, the classical period, the romantic period or 
the music of the 20th century". "Listen to the sound to 
determine what instrument is being played"; "Listen to the 
sound to judge the composer, the work, the type of play", etc. 
Some of these topics are the most basic knowledge of music, 
some are the knowledge that should be learned in primary 
and secondary schools, and some are the contents that may 
be understood only after the course of music appreciation. 
Through twice before and after contrast(Figure 5), although 
after the training, by learning achievement have obvious 
difference, but there are some students the test result is not 

ideal, rule out other than to learn the influence factors of the 
students can be found in the lack of music accomplishment 
are evident, the arts vocational "music appreciation" course 
worthy of reflection, questionnaire and test is not the goal, 
how to go from the actual situation of the students consider, 
set the appropriate and reasonable, because of the material 
according to the teaching content. 

 

 
Figure5.Comparison between the first week and the final survey 

(unit: %)  

3.3. The teaching method expected by students 

The course "music appreciation" is not very strange to 
college students, and they started to contact it in primary and 
secondary schools. Most of the students responded to the 
questionnaire that the music class was often occupied by 
other classes in the teaching process of local primary and 
secondary schools. From the perspective of the teacher, we 
hope to get feedback from the questionnaire to the teaching 
method expected by students. 

First of all, in the first week of the course, students will be 
asked whether they have a sense of expectation for music 
appreciation. (Figure 6) 51.2% (768 students) have a sense of 
expectation for the course, indicating that more than half of 
the students are interested in the course and have 
requirements for music-related knowledge. Unfortunately, 
7.06% (106) of the students did not expect it. Students' 
satisfaction was surveyed in the last week of the course, and 
still 22.13% (332) of the students were indifferent. The 
expectation of students cannot be judged simply from their 
learning experience, but may also be caused by other factors 
such as personality. Students' attitude will affect the effect of 
course acceptance, as well as classroom teaching interaction 
and practice. Teachers should actively mobilize students' 
interaction and participation in class, increase their quality 
experience in class, and improve their learning efficiency and 
teaching quality. 
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Figure 6.Whether the students have a sense of expectation for the 
course

Secondly, what kind of music appreciation course do you 
expect from the open questionnaire? Some students are 
looking forward to "increasing interaction in class". "The 
course of music appreciation can have practical links"; "Can 
play games in class"; "Want to listen to pop music", etc., 
students have certain requirements on the course, reflect the 
enthusiasm for the course, the expectation and desire for 
music, participate in the classroom interaction of the strong 
feeling, through the selection of these information, can be 
adjusted in the teaching design, guide students to train 
students to have positive learning motivation. 

4. The teaching teacher's quality
With the continuous development and deepening of the

requirements for education, teachers of music public class 
have higher and higher requirements on the quality of 
teachers. Teachers need to have sufficient knowledge reserve 
of music theory, skilled performance skills and outstanding 
ability of music education practice, as well as strong 
personality charm. As an art vocational college, Guangdong 
Dance and Drama College needs music theory teachers with 
"one specialty and many abilities" in terms of teacher 
allocation. Besides "music appreciation", it also needs to take 
charge of courses such as "Chinese and foreign music 
history". This phenomenon is common in higher vocational 
colleges. 100 music teachers from six higher vocational 
colleges in guangdong province were surveyed (Figure 7) : 
"do you think" music appreciation "should be offered?" 
"And" do you think there should be a full-time music 
appreciation teacher?" "And" do you think the music 
appreciation teacher should be professional?" "And" do you 
find music appreciation easy to teach?" . In addition to the 
problem of teacher teaching allocation, the reality may be 
due to the lack of class time, more class time needs to be 
arranged, and was chosen to teach music appreciation. Or 
because of the prejudice of the teaching department leaders 
towards this course, they think that the course "music 
appreciation" is easy to teach and there are no strict 
requirements for the teachers of this course. 

Figure 7.Questionnaire analysis of music teachers ����������������
author  

There were 76 music performance teachers and 24 music 
theory teachers, among whom only 7 were teaching music 
appreciation. It can be seen that the professional teachers of 
"music appreciation" course are not approved by most of the 
teachers, and they do not think there should be teachers with 
the corresponding majors of the course, and most of the 
teachers even think it is easy to teach. This is a widely held 
view. Some teachers believe that they can improve their 
knowledge of music theory and teaching level through 
continuing education. Regarding the situation of continuing 
education of music teachers, a questionnaire was also 
conducted: 81% of teachers had experience of continuing 
education, and 93% of them were 25-35 years old. 

At present, only the author teaches the course of "music 
appreciation" in Guangdong Dance and Drama College, and 
also undertakes many other theoretical courses. In order to 
highlight the universality, a questionnaire comparison of 
teachers from six vocational colleges is conducted. 

5. Teaching resources
As an art higher vocational college, Guangdong Dance and

Drama College attaches great importance to the cultivation 
and improvement of students' artistic quality, and has a 
complete set of basic hardware facilities, which meet the 
basic requirements of the construction of higher vocational 
colleges. Moreover, in the actual teaching, teaching resources 
are fully used, which is also very important. In many colleges, 
teaching resources are regarded as "equipment", or teachers 
do not fully involve in the use of teaching resources in 
teaching. The course of music appreciation basically needs to 
allocate teaching resources reasonably in the short period of 
18 weeks, so that students can have a more diversified 
experience of various art forms of music. 
Table 1 Teaching resource allocation statistics

NAME UNIT NO. Main equipment 

configuration 

Music appreciation 

room 
room 1 

Mixing table, audio, staff 

teaching blackboard, piano, 

teaching small instruments 

Electric piano room room 10 Piano, electric piano, glass 
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blackboard 

Vocal music training 

room 
room 2 

Mirror, projector, stereo, 

microphone, mixer 

Studio room 30 
Multimedia, sound, handle, 

mirror, etc 

Recorded between room 1 
Complete recording 

equipment 

In addition to teaching in the music appreciation room, the 
course of music appreciation is taught in other teaching 
environments. In particular, it should be noted that 
Guangdong Dance and Drama College specializes in dance 
and cantonese opera, and you can watch a variety of 
performances in the small theater and the gymnasium. 

5. General situation analysis
Through the analysis of the above survey data, this paper

analyzes the curriculum, teaching methods, teachers, 
teaching equipment and other aspects of the course "music 
appreciation" in Guangdong Dance and Drama College in the 
past three years. 

From the results, students interested in instrumental music 
class curriculum comparison, this kind of course is more 
close to the students' real life, in the teaching process, to 
major in teaching students to participate in the instrument, 
on-site demonstration and explanation to the student, for 
example about guzheng, inviting guzheng professional 
students site for students to play, and then in view of the 
performance skills in the evaluation, not focus on the 
structure of the instrument, development, and related story, 
guides the student to appreciate guzheng classic. From the 
situation of course setting, it is basically influenced by the 
teacher's own professional background. From the perspective 
of teaching methods, on the basis of the traditional teaching 
methods, we can combine the classical music teaching 
system teaching method, such as the game teaching in Orff 
teaching method. From the perspective of students' learning, 
I hope that the course of music appreciation will be more 
relaxing, interesting and valuable. From the perspective of 
teachers, we should constantly improve the theoretical 
knowledge of music and train our teaching level. The 
difference of students leads to the difference of music quality. 
I hope that through the study of music appreciation class, the 
difference will become smaller and smaller. 
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