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Abstract: Using appraisal theory as a framework and the speeches made by President Xi Jinping on 
major diplomatic occasions during COVID-19 as a corpus, with the help of corpus analysis tools, 
this paper uses a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods to explore the evaluation 
resources of the selected corpus in specific contexts from the perspectives of vocabulary, syntax, 
and semantic pragmatics. It is found that President Xi used more positive and appreciative 
vocabulary to introduce China’s effectiveness and experience in fighting epidemics, and called for 
greater cooperation among countries to convey China’s voice, wisdom and strength to the 
international community. 

1 INTRODUCTION 

The COVID-19 global pandemic is the most extensive to afflict humanity in a century. A serious 
crisis for the entire world, and a daunting challenge, it poses a grave threat to human life and 
health[1]. Since the outbreak of the epidemic, China has always stood for cooperation and 
exchanges with other countries, contributing China’s wisdom and strength to the global fight 
against the epidemic. However, some countries politicized the virus, blamed China, and some 
organizations filed abusive lawsuits and claims against China. Thus President Xi has delivered 
speeches on various major diplomatic occasions, clarifying China’s anti-epidemic efforts, and 
calling on all parties to strengthen cooperation and jointly meet this global challenge. From the 
perspective of positive discourse analysis, this study uses attitudinal resources, vocabulary, syntax, 
semantic domain features and distribution to explore how President Xi Jinping, through the 
innovation of discourse expressions, voices China’s voice in the COVID-19 epidemic and calls on 
all countries to build a community of human health to overcome the epidemic together. 

2 THEORETICAL BASIS 

Discourse analysis is a process of continuous understanding and comprehension of linguistic 
symbols and social structures. As a formal branch of linguistics, it was proposed by Harris (1952) 
and has been perfected in many practical developments. Thanks to the rise of psycholinguistics, 
sociolinguistics, and pragmatics, discourse analysis is no longer limited to the connection between 
form and meaning of language and shifts to studying the relationship between language and society 
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So J.R. Martin put forward the concept of “positive discourse analysis” which can build a better 
society on the basis of deconstruction of critical discourse analysis at the international conference 
on critical discourse analysis in Birmingham, UK in 1999. He expects this constructive theory to 
compensate for the detrimental effects of criticism on society in the analysis of power, so as to 
realize peaceful linguistics through discourse analysis and build a better society. This complements 
and extends critical discourse analysis in comparison to exposing ideology and social power 
through political discourse. (Han, 2017). 

The appraisal theory proposed by Martin and white (2004) can be divided into three 
sub-systems: engagement, attitude, and graduation, which are the major analytical tools of positive 
discourse. The attitudinal system is a central subsystem of appraisal theory and refers to the 
judgments and appreciation of human behavior, texts/processes, and phenomena that the mind is 
influenced to make (Wang&Ma, 2007), which is divided into three subsystems: affect, judgment 
and appreciation. All three subsystems have positive and negative, explicit and implicit, and 
polarity differences from the perspective of interpersonal function. The theory focuses on how 
speakers present their subjective positions of approval/disapproval, enthusiasm/hatred, 
praise/criticism on the topic being talked about, how to construct a specific self-identity, how to 
construct an ideal audience group for the utterance that shares emotions and values, and then 
influence or even change the audience’s cognition, emotion and attitude. In recent years, Chinese 
scholars (Wang, 2004; Chen & Zhao, 2016; Dong, 2019) have also made use of the appraisal theory 
to analyze news, political discourse and other discourses 

To sum up, given the importance of President Xi Jinping,s speeches in major diplomatic 
settings in the context of the COVID-19 epidemic, and the strong operation of the evaluation theory, 
based on the framework of appraisal theory and selecting the speeches made by President Xi 
Jinping on major diplomatic occasions during COVID-19 as corpus, this paper intends to analyze 
the attitudinal resources in President Xi Jinping,s diplomatic speeches and their role in the 
construction of the community of human destiny by using a combination of qualitative and 
quantitative methods. 

3 DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS 

The author searches the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People,s Republic of 
China for speeches made by President Xi Jinping on major diplomatic occasions since COVID-19 
and selects two important foreign speeches, namely, the speech delivered respectively at Virtual 
Event of Opening of the 73rd World Health Assembly on May 18th, and Extraordinary G20 
Leaders, Summit on March 26th, 2020[7]. Hu (2009) believes that the recognition of the attitude 
system often needs to be compared with conventional expression, which is a process of 
classification based on subjective knowledge and social value by using pragmatic reasoning. 
Therefore, this study adopts a combination of quantitative and qualitative analysis methods, mainly 
from the perspective of vocabulary, syntax, semantic usages to explore the evaluation resources of 
the selected corpus in the specific context. In this study, qualitative research refers to the positive 
and negative words in the attitude subsystem of the evaluation system to identify and confirm the 
evaluation meaning in the discourse. Quantitative research is carried out with the use of the UAM 
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corpus tool, Wmatrix4, and other software for lexical and semantic domain statistics to ensure the 
objectivity and correctness of the analysis results. 

3.1 Overall Statistics of Appraisal Vocabulary 

After text merging and cleaning, 2107 tokens and 713 types are found in the self-built small corpus.  
In the process of text quantitative analysis, firstly, Wmatrix4 is used to tag the subject corpus 
automatically to generate the word frequency list, and then conduct keyness analysis about part of 
speech(abbreviated as POS) by comparing and referring to the BNC Sampler Spoken. The 
quantitative text analysis process starts with the automatic annotation of the lexical lists generated 
by the subject corpus with the help of Wmatrix4, and then the significant lexical lists of part of 
speech are retrieved by comparing the reference corpus BNC Sampler Spoken with the subject 
analysis function. The major statistical tool is log-likelihood, and the LL value greater than 7 is 
considered to be more significant. Therefore, this study selects significant parts of speech in the 
statistical results for analysis, as shown in Figure 1 below. 

Table 1.  Key POS Compared to BNC Sampler Spoken 

The above 18 significant POS can be divided into six categories: (1) Most of them are JJ 
(general objective), JJT (general superlative advertising) and RGT (superlative degree advertising) 
directly or indirectly convey the discourse meaning of the evaluation subject; (2) NN1 (singular 
common noun), NN2 (plural common The significant vocabulary of noun, NN (number), and FO 

N Item 01 ％1 02 ％2 LL LogRation 

1 JJ 232 11.01 36947 3.76+ 192.39 1.55 
2 NN1 381 18.08 84446 8.59+ 166.56 1.07 

3 FO 10 0.47 12 0.00+ 92.68 8.60 

4 NN2 113 5.36 24407 2.48+ 52.49 1.11 
5 TO 73 3.46 12929 1.32+ 50.65 1.40 

6 CC 123 5.84 28666 2.92+ 47.46 1.00 

7 PPIS2 51 2.42 11292 1.15+ 22.35 1.07 
8 VVI 112 5.32 34201 3.48+ 17.48 0.61 

9 IF 31 1.47 6141 0.62+ 17.37 1.24 
10 AT 122 5.79 38652 3.93+ 16.07 0.56 

11 IO 49 2.33 12770 1.30+ 13.76 0.84 

12 RGT 4 0.19 136 0.01+ 13.43 3.78 
13 IW 22 1.04 4230 0.43+ 13.09 1.28 

14 NN 17 0.81 2889 0.29+ 12.67 1.46 

15 JJT 6 0.28 476 0.05+ 11.25 2.56 
16 CSA 10 0.47 1335 0.14+ 10.71 1.80 

17 BCL22 1 0.05 2 0.00+ 8.48 7.87 

18 VVG 44 2.09 13349 1.36+ 7.07 0.62 
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(formula) illustrate all various aspects of the content in President Xi,s speech, and also reflects the 
attitude of the speaker to varying degrees in the contextual co-occurrence in different degrees in the 
context; (3) TO (infinitive marker), VVI (infinitive (e.g. to give... It will work...) and VVG (-ing 
participant of verbal verb) illustrate the attitude tendency of evaluation subject through transitivity 
system; (4) CC (coordinating adjustment), CSA (as adjustment)), if (for (as position)), IO (of (as 
position)), BCL (before clause marker) and IW (with, Without (as positions)) also have a certain 
positive attitude tendency in syntax; (5) PPIS2 (first person plural subjective personal project) 
belongs to the category of intervention system research, which is not studied in this paper; (6) AT 
(article (e.g. the, no) is not clear in its significance. Therefore, in this paper, the first four lexical 
categories are used as the focus of discourse analysis and meaning construction patterns, and the 
UAM corpus tool is used to manually label the attitudinal resources in the utterance, focusing on 
how positive and negative attitudinal resources are realized and distributed in the utterance. The 
results are shown in Table 2. 

Table 2. Frequency of Positive and Negative Words 

Feature 
Positive-attitude 

words 

Negative-attitude 

words 
N (Percent) 

AFFECT 2 3 5 (2.24%) 

JUDGEMENT 46 5 51(22.87%) 

APPRECIATION 136 19 155(73.46%) 

Total N(Percent) 184(87.20%) 27(12.80%) 211(100%) 

Table 2 demonstrates that in these two speeches the appreciation system appears most 
frequently, which is consistent with the research results of Xi,s speech style studied by scholars in 
the past (such as Li, 2016). Xi uses a large proportion of positive resources to introduce the efforts 
and achievements in China to the international community. Among them, there are 184 positive 
words, accounting for 87.20% of the attitude system, far more than the negative words. COVID-19 
is still raging in the world and there are major strategic achievements in China’s domestic disease 
battle, hence President Xi has personally promoted international cooperation, shared experiences in 
prevention and control and treatment, called on all parties to establish a vision of a global 
community of shared future, strengthen bilateral and multilateral cooperation, support international 
organizations to play a role and work hand in hand to tackle the challenges of the epidemic. 

3.2 Positive Discourse Analysis at Lexical Level 

Noun phrases and adjective phrases are used most frequently in appraisal words in the two speeches 
with positive meanings. Wmatrix is used to count and organize the positive words that appeared 
more frequently in the corpus, and the results are shown in Table 3. 

 

 



SSH, 2020. 
http://paper.ieti.net/ssh/index.html      
DOI:10.6896/IETITSSH.202006_8.0004 
 

 28 

Table 3. 10 Positive Example Words of each POS (Sorted in Descending Order of Word 
Frequency) 

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb 

countries 17 need 17 global 22 up 7 

people 15 have 17 international 17 over 5 

world 14 will 16 public 11 most 4 
control 13 must 11 African 6 more 3 

community 12 support 6 Chinese 6 jointly 2 

health 11 work 4 medical 5 quickly 2 
treatment 11 continue 3 major 5 always 2 

response 10 increase 3 stable 5 comprehensively 1 

cooperation 10 provide 3 good 4 forth 1 
life 7 build 3 collective 4 fast 1 

Table 3 illustrates that the high-frequency words such as “people”, “community”, “treatment” 
and “cooperation” reflect the theme of the speech, and President Xi’s introduction to China’s action 
in prevention, control, and treatment, and call for active cooperation among all countries. In terms 
of verbs, Xi uses modal verbs followed by a single noun or phrase and infinitives instead of a single 
verb to express the meaning of hope, determination, and desire, so there are a lot of modal verbs in 
the verb vocabulary. “Global”, “international”, “African” and other high-frequency adjectives 
demonstrate the implicit positive attitude meaning. According to the concordance, it is found that 
these words represent some suggestions or expectations of President Xi for international 
anti-epidemic. Moreover, “public”, “major”, “stable” and other high-frequency adjectives with 
obvious positive attitude meaning also appear in a large number of speeches. Although adverbs 
appear less frequently, they often appear after verbs, which elucidates the Chinese powerful force to 
beat the virus and the importance of global cooperation. 

3.3 Positive Discourse Analysis at the Syntactic Level 

Identifying and evaluating meaning not only at the lexical level but also at the syntactic level, is 
crucial for some implicit attitudinal expressions. Zhu (2009) pointed out that implicit evaluation is 
mostly reflected in the conceptual meaning of discourse, and it is also related to the language 
sensitivity of discourse participants, the activation of contextual knowledge, and the attitude of 
readers. Liu (2007), based on the corpus, explored the grammatical structure potential of attitude, 
summarized the sentence patterns commonly used in implicit evaluation, and combined vocabulary 
and grammar to prove the feasibility of implicit evaluation. Therefore, the positive meaning of 
discourse analysis at the syntactic level will be discussed here. 

Excerpt 1 We need to respond more quickly to public health emergencies and establish global 
and regional reserve centers of anti-epidemic supplies. 

In Excerpt 1, “responded” and “establish” are transitive expressions that do not have an 
explicit attitudinal meaning, but have positive connotations in appropriate contexts. The former uses 
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quickly to indicate that we should actively respond to the global epidemic; the latter uses the 
positive evaluation word “anti-epidemic” producing positive discourse meaning that President Xi 
called on the international community to strengthen global public health governance, improve the 
response speed of public health emergencies, and establish a global and regional epidemic 
prevention material reserve center. The use of the present perfect tense in this foreign language 
discourse also has a certain positive attitude significance in the specific context. 

Excerpt 2 With love and compassion, we have forged extraordinary synergy... 

We have shared control and treatment experience with the world without reservation... 

In excerpt 2, although the present perfect tense is not emotionally meaningful, on the basis of 
positive comments such as “love”, “compassion”, and preposition phrase “without reservation”, it 
fully expounds a series of major measures made by China for global anti-epidemic and the 
effectiveness of China’s domestic fight against the virus, and it also shows appreciation for the 
active role played by international organizations such as WHO in the fight against the epidemic. 

3.4 Positive Discourse Analysis at Discourse Level 

The USAS embedded in Wmatrix can automatically annotate the lexical units in the text, and find 
the semantic domains that are not easily identified at the lexical level (Rayson, 2008). Some 
domestic scholars (Sun ya, 2014; Tang and Shi, 2016; Sun, 2018) also utilized this function to carry 
out research, among which Liu and Wang (2017) pointed out that most of the significant semantic 
domains can summarize the main content of the research text, which can be described as typical. 
Therefore, with the help of this tool, this study can qualitatively and quantitatively analyze the 
distribution and characteristics of the semantic domain of the speech text, and discuss the key points 
in President Xi’s two speeches as a whole. The top 10 semantic domains with statistical 
significance are listed in Table 4. 

Table 4. Top 10 Semantic Domains with Statistical Significance 

Item 01 ％1 02 ％2 LL LogRation  

S8+ 52 2.47 2020 0.21+ 162.03 3.59 Helping 

B3 41 1.95 1024 0.10+ 160.97 4.22 Medicine and medical treatment 

W3 30 1.42 699 0.07+ 121.65 4.32 Geographical terms 

M7 51 2.42 3261 0.33+ 114.08 2.87 Places 
S5+ 44 2.09 2602 0.26+ 104.33 2.98 Belonging to a group 

W1 16 0.76 300 0.03+ 71.36 4.64 The universe 
B2 13 0.62 148 0.02+ 70.11 5.36 Health and disease 

Z2 38 1.80 3541 0.36+ 61.32 2.32 Geographical names 

L1+ 9 0.43 51 0.01+ 60.14 6.36 Alive 

B2－ 21 1.00 959 0.10+ 59.34 3.35 Disease 
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Political speech is one in which people take positions, clarify their views, and disseminate their 
ideas on the internal affairs and external relations of the nation (Li, 2003). Table 4 shows that in the 
observed corpus, the most significant semantic is S8 + (Helping), LL value is 162.03; the next is B3 
(Medicine and medical treatment), LL value is 160.97; besides, it is W3 (Geographic terms), LL 
value is 121.65, etc. This elucidates that the topics of President Xi’s speech not only contain the 
achievements of China’s anti-epidemic efforts and its contribution to the global epidemic, but tend 
to call on all countries to uphold the vision of a global community of shared future, strengthen 
cooperation and exchanges in an all-round way, provide help as much as possible to countries and 
regions with weak capacity to cope with the epidemic, and eventually realize the good wishes to 
defeat the epidemic. It exhibits the image of a positive and responsible China in the international 
community. 

4 CONCLUSION 

Based on the appraisal theory, this paper mainly explores the positive construction of Xi’s speech 
discourse in the two major diplomatic fields during the COCID-19. With corpus tools, it analyzes 
the attitude sources of the speech from the different levels of vocabulary, syntax, and pragmatics. It 
is found that in these two speeches, the appreciation resource is used most frequently. President Xi 
introduced China’s efforts and achievements in fighting against the epidemic to the international 
community, shared anti-epidemic experience, and demonstrated China’s wisdom and strength in 
contributing to the global disease battle. He also called on all countries to strengthen solidarity and 
cooperation to overcome the epidemic. These two speeches not only make important contributions 
to the construction of regional and world public security, but also play a significant positive role in 
the construction of China’s foreign image. 
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