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Abstract.This article focuses on analyzing the significance of community work involved in the 
inheritance of Lipu Yi ethnic clothing culture, and based on the social work ecosystem theory, analyzes 
the status quo and predicament of Lipu Yi ethnic clothing inheritance from the micro, meso, and macro 
levels, and is aimed at the residents of Yisala Village. The actual situation, using professional methods 
of community work to carry out community participatory activities to carry out feasibility analysis on 
the current status and problems of the inheritance of Yisala Lipu Yi ethnic clothing culture, and then 
to formulate practical goals based on the current status and needs of the inheritance, through the 
integration of multiple resources, while practicing In the process, we will continue to reflect in order 
to improve the harmony of "community integration", increase the cultural identity among residents, 
promote ethnic unity in the community, and build a new, harmonious and inclusive relationship 
between ethnic groups and communities. 

1 RESEARCH BACKGROUND AND THEORETICAL BASIS 

1.1 Research background 

Due to the rapid economic development and the integration of modern multiculturalism, the lifestyle 
of the Lipu people is also undergoing changes. Especially the clothing culture of the Lipu Yi people is 
suffering a serious impact and has been in danger of being lost. Behind the loss of culture, the 
transformation of Lipu's values and the weakening of national cultural identity are projected. This 
phenomenon needs to arouse the attention and attention of all sectors of society, and it is also a topic 
worthy of scholars to study. The Lipu nationality is a branch of the Yi nationality. Nowadays, the Lipu 
people mainly live in Yisala Village, Panzhihua City, Sichuan Province. Yisala is the administrative 
village of Pingdi Town and the largest ethnic minority (township) town in Sichuan Province. 
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In November 2005, Yisala, a famous historical and cultural village in China, was officially named 
by the Ministry of Construction and the State Administration of Cultural Heritage. Located on the 
banks of the Jinsha River, Yisala Village has 7 agricultural cooperatives in the whole village. There 
are four in the central area of the natural village. The whole village covers an area of 34 square 
kilometers. The core village covers an area of about 150 hectares, with a total construction area of 
67000 m² and 374 residents. 1,535 people, of which 96% of the Yi population belong to the Lipu 
branch of the Yi ethnic group(Xiyu 2011). As far as the cultural heritage of clothing is concerned, the 
categories that have been excavated and sorted out include men’s and women’s clothing, “buckle hats”, 
aprons, sheepskin coats, slang silver ornaments, etc. (Wang Wenjun 2017). With rapid development, 
traditional handicraft inheritance is facing a crisis of loss. This study intends to involve social work 
methods in the inheritance of Lipu clothing culture. Taking Yisala Village as an example, using 
professional methods and skills of social work to explore a series of community activities , Based on 
the theory of social work ecosystem, relying on practice as a platform, play a certain reference meaning 
for the inheritance of Lipu Yi ethnic clothing culture, the practicality of social work and its broad 
service areas, professionalism and value concepts and other advantages intervene In ethnic areas, the 
professional methods of social work are used in combination with local conditions to protect ethnic 
cultural resources. From the perspective of community work, they intervene in the inheritance of Lipu 
Yi costume culture, and finally form a specific service model for social workers. According to the 
advantages of local resources and the use of local characteristics, the local traditional craftsmanship of 
Lipu clothing embroidery is protected, so that the Lipu clothing culture can be developed in the 
protection and inherited during the development, so as to provide certain experience and guidance for 
future research directions and practical work. 

2.2 Theoretical basis 

In this article, the research is mainly guided by the theory of social work ecosystem. Ecosystem theory 
regards human development as a process of continuously adapting to the environment, emphasizing 
the process of "people in the situation" and systematically exchanging with many levels of the 
environment. They can change the environment or be changed by the environment to form a 
relationship between people and people. The interactive adaptation between the environment conveys 
its own information in the ecosystem. 
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Figure 1: Ecosystem diagram of Charles Zastro 

As shown in Figure 1: Charles Zastro is one of the most representative figures of modern 
ecosystem theory. He divides the basic environment of individual existence into three basic systems: 
micro system, meso system, and macro system. The three systems are interconnected, interacting and 
restricting each other. This article uses the ecological system theory to combine the characteristics of 
the Lipu Yi clothing culture in the Yisala community, and analyzes the status quo of Lipu Yi clothing 
inheritance from the micro, meso, and macro levels. Professional theory Integrate with the professional 
methods of social workers throughout the entire practical process. A comprehensive analysis of the 
process of research on the inheritance of Lipu Yi ethnic clothing culture and the theoretical 
construction and localization of social work in the context of ethnic communities. Respect the local 
cultural customs, and use it to sala Lipu Taking Yi nationality costumes as an example, it explores the 
specific practical content and strategies of "cultural perspective", "community integration" and 
"cultural identity". 

2 THE STATUS QUO AND PREDICAMENT OF THE INHERITANCE OF LIPU YI 

COSTUMES 

2.1 Inheritance status 

2.1.1 "Single" inheritance method 

The Lipu Yi people have lived for more than 600 years. The embroidery skills of Yisala’s costume 
culture are not hand-taught by the villagers. They are taught by the heart under the influence of the 
growth environment. There is no other way of inheritance. Diversified inheritance methods. In today's 
information technology, the intervention of social work can help the Lipu Yi people's inheritance 
methods become more informatized and diversified. 
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2.1.2 "Distortion" of inherited skills 

Due to the influence of modern culture, the younger generation of Lipus gradually loses their identity 
with their ethnic costume culture, their awareness of inheritance is weak, and their interest in their own 
culture is not strong. In the village, except for some elderly people who maintain their own clothing 
customs, other villagers basically Without wearing the national costumes, in today's relatively 
advanced modern technology, information transmission and various mechanical operations far surpass 
the purely manual era, although all the women of the Yisala Lipu Yi nationality can sing and dance, 
understand embroidery, but do When tradition conflicts with modernity, the traditional Yi embroidery 
technique becomes time-consuming and labor-intensive. No matter how skilled the handwork is, it 
cannot keep up with the embroidery speed of the machine. At present, many garment embroidery in 
Yisala use machines instead of hand embroidery. The same is true for other productions. Under the 
influence of modern technology, Lipu garments have gradually distorted the expression of their 
national culture. 

2.1.3 "Fault" of the main body of inheritance 

Due to the impact of modern multiculturalism, the cumbersome process of making Lipu costumes, and 
the serious lack of cultural identity among young people for their ethnic costumes, the current 
inheritance situation is facing the biggest crisis is the aging of the inheritance subject, the inheritance 
subject is faulted, and there is no successor. Human phenomenon. 

2.2 The dilemma 

2.2.1 Inheritance skills are frequently lost 

It is mainly manifested in the young generation’s unclear understanding of Lipu clothing culture, the 
government’s insufficient attention to the issue of clothing culture inheritance, and the lack of long-
term effective national cultural protection mechanisms. The residents’ sense of inheritance is weak 
and lack of cultural identity. The relevant functional departments should pay attention to the “home” , 
"School", "community" combined, give play to their respective advantages, from the family level to 
drive and influence the next generation to protect and inherit their own national culture, increase their 
pride in their own national culture, identify with their own national culture, embroidery The inheritors 
are seriously aging, and the inheritance of Lipu clothing embroidery skills is worrying. 

2.2.2 Alienation of interpersonal relationships 

Inheritance of Lipu Yi people’s clothing skills From a community perspective, in the process of 
modernization, rural communities have gradually changed from an acquaintance society to a semi-
acquaintance society, or even strangers, in the same village. There is a lack of communication and 
communication between residents and residents. Help, lack of communication among residents, weak 
sense of integration in the community, leading to alienation and diminishing of interpersonal 
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relationships. From the perspective of inheritance form, due to the solidified mode of community 
activities that have remained unchanged for many years, residents are not motivated to participate in 
activities, thus inheriting the form of activities The solidification of residents' participation is low. 

2.2.3 Weakening of women's embroidery skills 

Due to the influence of modern information society, traditional hand-made is more troublesome and 
time-consuming. Traditional embroidery craftsmanship can no longer meet the daily needs of residents, 
and women are the backbone of clothing culture inheritance, but for many reasons However, the 
women’s subjective initiative and their own abilities in Yisala Village have not been mobilized. If 
things go on like this, women’s embroidery skills will gradually weaken. 

3 THE NECESSITY AND FEASIBILITY OF SOCIAL WORK INTERVENTION IN THE 

INHERITANCE OF LIPU YI ETHNIC CLOTHING CULTURE 

3.1 Necessity 

The First, non-genetic inheritance is facing the urgency of loss. Many slang inheritance cultures and 
skills have no image and text sorting culture and skills, and only rely on a single "oral inheritance" 
such as some national languages, folklore, etc. At present, the Lipu Yi language has been lost. Due to 
the aging of the inheritors of embroidery, the younger generation is unwilling to learn, and the younger 
generations have no sense of inheritance. The inheritance of clothing skills is also undergoing a crisis 
of loss. Under this situation, the intervention of professional methods of social work is particularly 
inevitable. 

The second is the practicality of the development of social work itself. The field of professional 
development of social work is very wide. The service targets are not only for individual cases, but also 
include families, communities, and society. Among them, the development of ethnic social work is in 
the field of social work services. The development is slower, and there is a shortage of talents for 
ethnic social work. At the same time, the social problems in ethnic areas are relatively complex. The 
protection of clothing culture inheritance can not just stay at the level of academic research, nor is it 
just an appeal without paying attention to practicality. It focuses on practice, and at the same time, the 
advantages of broad service areas, professionalism and value concept intervene in ethnic areas, 
combined with local actual use of social work professional methods to protect ethnic cultural resources, 
so it is necessary for social work to intervene in cultural heritage in ethnic areas (He Naizhu 2013). 

The third is the professionalism of altruism and helping others in social work. In the process of 
protecting Lipu Yi nationality’s clothing culture, the professionalism of social workers’ altruism and 
helping others will play an irreplaceable role in other jobs. The characteristics of "same reason" and 
"respect" of workers are easier to be accepted by the public when they provide services, which is 
conducive to strengthening people's respect for the cultural protection of Lipu Yi people's clothing and 
local customs. Finally, social workers play the role of resource linker, policy advocate, enabler, etc., 
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playing an important role in coordinating social relations and integrating resources from all walks of 
life. 

3.2 Feasibility 

The first is the support of social work policies. The various guarantee measures jointly issued by the 
state have provided a strong institutional guarantee for the development of social work in my country 
and the construction of social work personnel for social work intervention. 

The second is the support of diversified professional methods of social work. The involvement of 
social work in Lipu Yi ethnic clothing culture inheritance relies on social work theory and social work 
cases, groups, communities and other diverse professional methods of social work. Professional 
services are recognized by local residents. At the same time, social workers also play multiple roles 
such as facilitators, advocates, educators, service providers, and resource links. These advantages are 
not available in other majors, so multiple social work Professional methods and roles are a strong 
support for the involvement of social work in the inheritance of Lipu clothing culture. 

The third is the accumulation of experience in social work involved in the protection of ethnic 
culture, and the actual inheritance of Lipu Yi costume culture. Based on previous experience, the 
professional methods and practical skills of social work intervened in the protection of Lipu Yi 
costume culture. Social work in ethnic areas intervenes in the gaps in research related to the protection 
and inheritance of Lipu Yi ethnic costumes, arousing local residents’ cultural awareness of their ethnic 
costumes. 

4 SOCIAL WORK INTERVENES IN THE PROCESS OF INHERITING LIPU YI 

COSTUME CULTURE 

Social work is involved in the specific intervention process of Lipu Yi nationality costume culture 
inheritance. Under the guidance of the ecological system theory of social work, the analysis of the 
practical process is carried out from the micro level, the meso level, and the macro level. The specific 
intervention process is as follows: 

4.1 Intervention at the micro level 

The first is to promote family members to communicate with each other and improve family support 
ability. In the theory of social ecological system, the family system is the closest and the most 
important system in the living environment of the individual. The integrity of the family structure 
directly affects the life and work of the individual. In the process of inheriting Lipu ethnic costumes, 
if there is a problem with the family system of the inheritor or the inherited, it will be difficult for the 
inheritance of ethnic costumes to continue. Therefore, based on the current situation of the inheritance 
of Lipu Yi ethnicity’s clothing, the author uses the micro-level of the social work ecosystem theory 
from a family perspective and combines social work-related professional methods to organize a series 
of activities to promote the inheritance of embroidery, such as "I learn embroidery with my grandma 
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The family members followed their mothers to learn the skills of dress embroidery, and at the same 
time promoted good communication between generations and support in inheritance. 

The second is to connect family-style inheritance bonds and improve the status quo of inheritance. 
The older generation inheritors have a strong sense of cultural identity due to their origins and other 
reasons, and they are more reluctant to see no successor to traditional skills, but suffer from not having 
too many opportunities to contact young people Young people are also not interested in national 
costumes. The lack of intergenerational exchanges has become one of the most important reasons. 
Therefore, the author combines professional theories and professional methods to link the family’s 
"passage" and "inheritance". At the same time, social workers should work hard to play the role of 
coordinator and linker, so as to improve the cognition and cultural consciousness of the next generation 
of inheritors of the national costume culture. 

4.2 Intervention at the meso level 

Analyze from the meso level. One is to help villagers form a Lipu clothing cultural inheritance group, 
to maximize the role of the group in inheritance, to promote communication, and to help residents 
improve their embroidery skills through community activities. The second is to open rural Lipu 
clothing specialty stores, establish traditional embroidery handicraft workshops, and provide a window 
to display Lipu clothing to promote the development of rural tourism and increase rural income. The 
third is to organize community activities for the inheritance of costume culture. Through a series of 
community activities about the inheritance of costume culture, the enthusiasm of community residents 
in the protection of ethnic costume culture has been improved. Residents have a sense of belonging, 
and neighborhood relations have been sublimated and better promoted. Community integration in 
ethnic areas. 

4.3 Macro level 

The first is to link social resources and increase capital investment. Aiming at the current status of the 
inheritance of Lipu clothing, cut from the perspective of social work, use professional methods of 
social work, and give full play to the role of social worker resource linkers in local town governments 
and village committees. With the support, we actively link all social resources, consult relevant 
documents of ethnic culture protection, formulate a plan for the protection and inheritance of Lipu 
clothing, and strive for corresponding support funds. The ethnic culture that can be taken away is the 
culture and can be better inherited. 

The second is to build a heritage platform, broaden publicity channels, use modern network 
platforms to build publicity channels suitable for "localization", attract attention from all walks of life, 
integrate social resources, social workers need to further play the role of resource linkers, use modern 
networks, especially It is a variety of social software apps, etc., to broaden the publicity channels for 
the clothing culture of the Lipu Yi people in Yusala Village, and promote more residents to learn more 
about the clothing culture of the Lipu Yi people in Yusala. 
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5 CONCLUSION 

Since Yisala Village was officially named as a famous historical and cultural village in China by the 
Ministry of Construction and the State Administration of Cultural Heritage in November 2005, 
governments, enterprises, and experts and scholars from all over the world have paid attention to the 
construction and development of Yisala in different ways. With the joint efforts of the government, 
enterprises, social organizations, and the joint efforts of the Chinese historical and cultural village 
Yisala, earth-shaking changes have taken place. The architecture, music, food and other cultures of the 
Lipu Yi people have also been excavated and sorted out and reappeared in the public’s field of vision. 
However, the inheritance of Lipu Yi people’s clothing culture and skills is a single inheritance method, 
the main body of inheritance is aging, and young people have no sense of inheritance and modern 
diversity. The cultural shock and the inheritance of costume skills are on the verge of a crisis of loss. 
The intervention of social work is to improve these conditions and promote the development of social 
work in ethnic areas. 
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