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Abstract: Guilin Dragon boat race and Oxbridge boat race are both traditional water sports. However, 
there are many differences between them. This article introduces the characteristics of the two and 
tries to analyze the differences between the two from the cultural perspective. 

1 INTRODUCTION 

Dragon boat racing is a traditional Chinese water sport, and its dragon boat culture has a long history 
in China. In the past few years, dragon boat racing has gradually gone abroad. For example, the fourth 
"Copenhagen Dragon Boat Culture Festival" was successfully held at the port of Copenhagen in 
August 2021[1]. In the same month, dragon boats appeared in the Tokyo Olympics as a performance 
item, etc., which shows dragon boat culture is gradually going to the world. The Guilin Dragon Boat 
Race has a very long history and is a representative of our country's dragon boat culture. It not only 
has the characteristics of the general dragon boat culture, but also incorporates the regional 
characteristics of Guilin, and its cultural heritage is profound. 

Rowing originated in the United Kingdom and is a traditional water sport in the United Kingdom. 
The University of Cambridge and Oxford University in the United Kingdom successfully held the first 
rowing race between schools on the Thames in 1829, which is regarded as the origin of modern 
rowing[2]. On April 4, 2021, British time, the annual Oxbridge Rowing Competition was held as normal. 
This is the 166th Men's Rowing and the 75th Women's Rowing Competition. As of 2021, the Oxbridge 
Boat Race has only been interrupted during the war and in 2020 due to the COVID-19 epidemic. The 
annual Oxbridge Boat Race is like the academic dispute between these two schools, which has received 
global attention. In addition to the inability to watch the game live due to the epidemic in 2021, about 
250,000 live viewers watch it along the river every year. The BBC also broadcasts it live, and more 
than 160 countries broadcast it on TV. The number of viewers worldwide exceeds 400 million. 

Although they are both traditional water sports, there are many differences between the Chinese 
dragon boat race represented by the Guilin Dragon Boat Race and the British rowing race represented 
by the Oxbridge Boat Race. This article introduces the characteristics of the two and tries to analyze 
the differences between the two from a cultural perspective. 
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2 THE ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF GUILIN DRAGON BOAT RACE AND 

OXBRIDGE RACE 

2.1 The Origin and Development of Guilin Dragon Boat Race 

By consulting relevant literature, the author found that there is no consensus in the academic circles 
on the origin of the Guilin Dragon Boat Race. Hu Xiao’an and Dong Wenjia (2016) make new 
thinking about the Guilin Dragon Boat Race and pointed out that the Dragon Boat Race in Guilin did 
not necessarily start in the Tang Dynasty, but may be in the Song Dynasty[3]. Shi Wei and Liang Fuxing 
(2017) believes that its origin should be far earlier than the Western Han and Warring States period, 
which can be traced back to the bronze drum, frog, and dragon boat pattern on the murals of Ningming 
Huashan in Zuojiang during the Spring and Autumn and Warring States period[3]. Yin Jun, He 
Weidong, Guo Hongguang, Hu xiao’an and Dong Guanghui(2018) infer from historical data that 
China’s “dragon culture” has been rooted in social life as early as Guilin County during the Spring, 
Autumn and Warring States period and Guilin Prefecture during the Southern and Northern Dynasties. 
Guilin Dragon Boat Race Can be traced back to the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States 
Period[5]. Although the academic circles have different opinions on the origin and time of the Guilin 
Dragon Boat Race, we can be sure that the history of the Guilin Dragon Boat Race is long. The earliest 
and clearly recorded one was in the Song Dynasty. 

In order to respect the research of all scholars, regarding the development of the Dragon Boat 
Race in Guilin, the author only briefly describes the situation after the Song Dynasty in this article. In 
history (it refers to after the Song Dynasty), the Guilin Dragon Boat Race has a period of decline and 
a period of prosperity. In the Ming and Qing dynasties, since the dragon boats were named by the 
historical figures of the Three Kingdoms, and the relationship between the figures of the Three 
Kingdoms was an enemy, there were frequent casualties caused by dragon boat races. Therefore, 
during this period, the government intervened in public to maintain the folk custom, which made the 
scale of the Guilin Dragon Boat Race smaller. Then because of the Japanese invasion of China, the 
Guilin Dragon Boat Race was forced to stop. During the Cultural Revolution, the dragon boat race was 
divided into the four olds, namely old ideas, old culture, old customs, and old habits, which severely 
damaged the dragon boat culture in Guilin. 

From the Song Dynasty to the present, the custom of the Dragon Boat Race in Guilin also has a 
prosperous period. The Song Dynasty itself was one of the prosperous periods of the Dragon Boat in 
Guilin. Just as Yin Jun et al. mentioned in the Guangxi Dragon Boat Folk Culture Development 
Research-Taking Guilin Dragon Boats as an Example, during the Song Dynasty, the Guilin Dragon 
Boat was not only used during festivals, but the development has also become the norm in the summer. 
The boats have been dressed up as colorful boats and greeted the immortals with flutes and drums. Art 
and religion are integrated into it[5]. In 1948, the then mayor of Guilin, Su Xinmin, personally organized 
a dragon boat race to celebrate Li Zongren’s election as the vice president, which promoted the 
development of Guilin’s dragon boat. In 1984, after the dragon boat was listed as an official event 
by the National Sports Commission (renamed as the State Sports General Administration on March 
24, 1998), the Guilin dragon boat activity began to develop vigorously. In 1998, the first Guilin 
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International Dragon Boat Race was organized. In 2006, the Niangniangzu Temple in Longmen 
Village was positioned as the Dragon Boat Training Base in Guilin City. It is a sign that the Dragon 
Boat Race in Guilin is active. 

At the Dragon Boat Festival every year, dragon boat races are still held in various parts of Guilin. 
Many local villagers believe that this is already a belief, a traditional culture, and a living memory that 
needs to be passed on. The people of Guilin adhere to this heritage and the profound local culture 
contained in the dragon boat race. 

2.2 The Origin and Development of Oxbridge Boat Racing 

The rowing competition between the University of Cambridge and the University of Oxford can be 
traced back to 1829, when Charles Merivale, a student from the University of Cambridge, challenged 
Charles Wordsworth, a friend of the University of Oxford, to an eight-person boat challenge on the 
Thames. This was the first Oxbridge boat racing competition in history. But at that time, the 
competition was pure entertainment to pass the time. The original intention was not to win or lose. It 
was just that their challenge gradually developed to the school level and gradually became competitive. 
Since ancient times, the academic competition between Cambridge University and Oxford University 
has been very fierce. This kind of fierce competition can be reflected from the fact that they call each 
other "the school next door" [6], and this kind of academic competition has naturally transitioned to 
Sports competition represented by rowing competitions. 

The first Oxbridge Rowing Race was the victory of Oxford University, and the second race was 
held until 1836 and was won by the University of Cambridge in revenge. From 1829 to 2021, a total 
of 166 men’s rowing competitions have been held. The Cambridge team in the light blue won 85 
times, the Oxford team in the dark blue won 80 times, and it was a draw in 1877. From 1927 to 2021, 
a total of 75 women's rowing competitions have been held. The Cambridge team in the light blue won 
45 times and the Oxford team in the dark blue won 30 times. In the Oxbridge rowing competitions 
held in these years, there have also been some anecdotes, such as the shipwrecks in 1912 and 1978, 
the "infighting" of the Oxford team in 1987, the swimming demonstrations, the broken oars and the 
fainting in 2012 and so on. 

The players who can represent the school are selected by thousands of people. Usually they start 
training in September every year, and they get up early almost every day. There will be fierce knockout 
competitions within them. The best athletes must participate in cruel internal competitions. In the 
competition, 9 students were finally selected to represent the school. Although there will be some 
unexpected events and even extreme weather during the race, for nearly two hundred years, apart from 
the war and the COVID-19 in 2020, the rowing competition between Cambridge and Oxford has been 
held. The students of the two schools, The British people, the "Ox" people and "Cam" people all over 
the world are attracted and crazy about it. The Oxbridge Boat Race continues and they chased each 
other for 192 years, and Cambridge and Oxford grew up in competition. It can be said that the two 
ancient British top schools, Oxford and Cambridge, have contributed to the fact that rowing 
competitions have attracted worldwide attention. 

3 THE CHARACTERISTICS OF GUILIN DRAGON BOAT RACE AND OXBRIDGE RACE 
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Features of Guilin Dragon Boat Race 

The Guilin dragon boat is basically composed of a dragon head, a dragon body, a dragon tail, a pulp, 
a drummer, a boatman player, a copeman, a flag bearer, a gunner, a Wanmin umbrella, and a 
commander-in-chief flag. The size of the hull varies, from small enough to hold a dozen people to 
large enough to hold hundreds of people. Among them, the dragon head is the most particular and has 
strong cultural characteristics. The colors of dragon heads are not all the same, they are generally 
related to the immortals offered in various village temples. For example, if you worship King Hong 
Sheng, you will choose the red decorative dragon head of Guan Yu as the main, and the black 
decorative dragon head of Zhang Fei Temple will be the main choice[7]. The colors of the dragon boats 
are also different. Generally, there are black, yellow, white, blue, and red dragon boats, and the clothes 
of the people on the boats are the same as the colors of the commander-in-chief flag. The wood for 
Guilin dragon boats is generally provided by the neighboring villages for the purpose of enhancing 
their friendship. The folks call it "visiting Longqin ". Camphor wood is generally used as the wood for 
dragon heads and dragon tails. One reason is that camphor wood is very hard because of its physical 
properties. Another reason is that camphor wood is regarded as sacred wood by the folks, and it is 
usually used for sacrificial purposes. Therefore, whether it is sending camphor trees from neighboring 
villages or receiving camphor trees from the village, they all use their shoulders to show respect. The 
hull is mostly made of cedar, which is light and solid, so the dragon boat is light. 

The Guilin Dragon Boat Race is a competitive cultural folk custom, which is mainly based on 
sacrificial parades, supplemented by competitions. The Ming Dynasty literati Kuang Lu recorded the 
glorious scene of the Guilin Dragon Boat Race in Chi Ya: "the boat of the Guilin Race is more than 
ten feet high, ... a grand meeting in ten years, a small meeting in five years, and it can be seen in 
Jiawu[8].” The time of the Guilin Dragon Boat Race is divided into large and small years, and it was 
held every ten years. In Jiawu year, Guilin dragon boat races are very popular, and traditional folk 
activities such as “visiting Longqin”, “dragon boat cruises” and “singing dragon boat songs” are often 
included before the dragon boat. 

①Visiting Longqin 

As mentioned above, the neighboring village provided the wood for making dragon boats. This 
kind of visiting Longqin is a folk saying, and it is widely spread. There is also another popular saying 
that the color of the dragon boat is to distinguish the dragons. That is, the dragon boats of the same 
color go to each other and come to the temple to burn incense, sacrifice immortals and congratulate. 
The purpose is roughly the same as the first statement to enhance friendship with neighboring villages. 

②Dragon Boat Cruise 

There is a custom of "five tours" in the year of grand years. The Dragon Boat Festival on May 
5th of the lunar calendar is the first "Sacred Driving" outing for the Dragon King; the second outing 
for the "Da Duanyang" Festival on May 15th; the third outing on June 6th; the fourth on August 15th; 
the fifth outing on September 9. After returning from the fifth trip, then it was time to invite the Dragon 
Lord to go to the palace. The year's grand dragon boating event has come to an end[3]. Among them, 
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rowers need to fast1 before the first outing for three days to tidy body and mind, and to show pious 
respect. On the night of May 4th of the lunar calendar, that is, the night before the trip, the rowers need 
to stay in the temple and cannot speak after 12 o'clock in the evening. 

③Sing the Dragon Boat Song 

Guilin Dragon Boat Song is sung during the dragon boat sacrificial parade and dragon boat 
competition. Guilin Dragon Boat Songs mostly have no substantive words. They are composed of 
these six supplementary words: "He", "Hi", "La", "Oh", "Cough" and "Yeah", which have the local 
national style and local characteristics of Guilin. In addition to its artistic function of appreciation, the 
Dragon Boat Song is more importantly its function related to sacrificial activities. People sing the 
dragon boat song to pray for good weather, cure diseases and avoid disasters, and worship and exorcise 
evil spirits. 

4 FEATURES OF OXBRIDGE ROWING 

The boat used in the Oxbridge racing competition is mainly composed of the bow, hull, stern, oar 
frame, oarsman, helmsman, pedals, seat plate and oars. There are no other than 8 oarsmen and 1 
helmsman. The entire game is completed by them together. Each of the oarsmen and the helmsman 
has a clear division of labor, and each has different responsibilities to ensure the most efficient 
completion of the game. The sole helmsman on the boat is very important. It can be said that he is the 
soul of the entire team and the leader of the team. In the Oxbridge Rowing Competition, the oarsman 
is back to the finish line, and only the helmsman is sitting on the stern and facing forward, so an 
important role of the helmsman is to control the direction of the boat. In addition, the division of labor 
among the eight oarsmen is also clear, and everyone has their own responsibilities. Positions 7 and 8, 
which are closer to the helmsman, are the lead oarsmen of the entire team, responsible for driving the 
speed and rhythm of the oars. Positions 3, 4, 5 and 6 located on the hull are the core strength areas of 
the boat, which require extremely high physical fitness for the oarsman. Positions 1 and 2 near the bow 
are the key areas for the stability of the boat, and the oarsmen in this position are required to have 
superb rowing techniques to ensure the stability of the boat. 

Due to the fierce competitive relationship between Cambridge University and Oxford University 
since ancient times, the Oxbridge Rowing Race around the two schools is very competitive. This 
competitive nature can be reflected between the supporters of their two teams. Every year, there will 
be "Ox" people and "Cam" people who support each other at the site of the Oxbridge Rowing 
Competition. Their positions are very clear and there will never be a neutral audience[9]. In order to 
win on the day of the match, both teams will make adequate preparations, including pre-match training 
and selection and strategies adopted during the match. The pre-match training and selection have been 
covered in the previous part, so I won’t repeat them here. The strategy adopted during the game is 
equally important, mainly based on the strategy adopted by the river during the game. 

 
1 Fast: The ancients bathed and changed clothes before offering sacrifices to clean up their bodies and minds to show 

their piety. 
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The Oxbridge Boat Race is usually held on the Thames. The track is 6.8 kilometers long. The 
track is in the shape of Ω, so the turning point in the middle is the time to seize the position of the inner 
track. In order to seize the best position, the teams on both sides are almost stuck together, and 
sometimes there will be beating incidents, and even the oars may break. Due to the unpredictable 
weather of the game, it is also necessary to determine the flow rate of the river to change the position 
of the boats in time. All of this needs the soul of the boat-the helmsman to control, so the importance 
of the helmsman is self-evident, and the helmsman must actively adjust his mentality when the team 
is behind, and encourage his teammates to stay in danger and have the strong ability and psychological 
quality. 

Among the few rules of the Oxbridge Rowing Competition, there is a very important rule, that is, 
only when a team exceeds the distance of the other team’s hull can it change lanes to the front of the 
opponent, and once this is realized, it will be difficult for the lagging team to catch up. A big reason 
why competitive games are so attractive is that they are full of unknowns. When the game is not over, 
everything is possible. In 2003, 2007 and 2010, they achieved successful overtakes in the Oxbridge 
Rowing Competition. In 2003, the Oxford team won by only 1 foot. In addition to the draw in 1877, 
this time is also the minimum distance until the 2021 Oxbridge Rowing Tournament. 

5 ANALYSIS OF CULTURAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN GUILIN DRAGON BOAT 

RACE AND OXBRIDGE BOAT RACE 

Although both Guilin Dragon Boat Race and Oxbridge Rowing are water sports and are related to 
boating, there are big differences in appearance, process and development between the two. The 
reasons are cultural factors. 

5.1 Sacrifice and Technology 

There is a difference in appearance between Guilin Dragon Boat and Oxbridge Racing Boat. The 
biggest difference is the bow and stern. The bow and stern of the Guilin dragon boat are decorated to 
look like a dragon, and there are drummers, boatman bearers, flag bearers, gunners, Wanmin umbrellas 
and a commander-in-chief flag on the Guilin dragon boat. The appearance is more graceful and 
gorgeous. These gorgeous and beautiful decorations are the embodiment of the Guilin people's belief 
in the Dragon Immortal and worship of the Dragon King. This can be seen from a popular folk song: 

“Congratulations, Lao Long listens to the words, and Lao Long shows his spirit in the hall, 

Laolong goes down to the palace to bless and bless the disciples of boating peace, 

Ten years of boating every ten years, the Dragon Boat Cruise to help the common people, 

Thank Long immortal for blessing plenty of grains and for the blessing that people and animals 
are prosperous[3].” 

Judging from these catchy lyrics, the dragon shape of the dragon boat in Guilin was originally 
built to pray for the dragon king's blessing. All these ornate decorations are centered on sacrificial 



SSH, 2022, Volume 16 
http://paper.ieti.net/ssh/index.html 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.6896/IETITSSH.202202_16.0005 

44 
 

functions. China is an agricultural country, and the food and clothing of the general population have 
always been a problem, especially for ethnic minorities in remote mountainous areas. Solving hunger 
and dealing with harsh environments are major issues of life and death for each ethnic group[10]. The 
people of Guilin believe in the Dragon Immortal and worship the Dragon King because of China and 
Guilin's own environment. It can be said that the appearance of the Guilin Dragon Boat was originally 
based on praying for the Dragon Immortal to solve food and clothing. 

The shape and structure of the Oxbridge racing boat are for better competition, and the speed and 
efficiency are improved through scientific design. In this nearly two-hundred-year-old Oxbridge boat 
race, the boat itself has also undergone many evolutions. For example, the design of the seat plate was 
fixed at first, until the American Babcock invented the sliding seat in 1857. The athlete's body can 
move back and forth when paddling, so that the power of the legs can be better utilized and the 
efficiency of rowing can be improved.2 Another example is the design of the oar frame, which provides 
a fulcrum for the oarsman, and uses the principle of the lever to row. It can be seen from this that the 
shape and structure of the Oxbridge racing boat are both a combination of science and technology. 
With the advancement of science and technology, the structure is gradually improved to improve the 
paddling effect. Britain is the world's first industrialized country, so it has an industrial foundation, 
including the materials for the hull and pulp, which reflect the results of industrialization and advanced 
natural science. 

5.2 Entertaining Immortal and Competitive 

Judging from the course of the Guilin Dragon Boat Race and the Oxbridge Boat Race, the difference 
is also very obvious. The process of the Guilin Dragon Boat Race is based on entertainment and 
supplemented by competition. The Oxbridge Rowing Competition is based on competition, 
supplemented by entertainment. 

As mentioned above, Guilin dragon boat races are very popular in the jiawu year, and traditional 
folk activities such as visiting longqin, dragon boat cruises and singing dragon boat songs are often 
included before the dragon boat. It is not difficult to see that these three kinds of folk activities are all 
related to the dragon immortal, and they all achieve the purpose of praying for blessings and 
eliminating disasters through the process of "entertaining the immortals". Although the dragon boat 
race is a competition, it is not based on the value orientation of victory. Instead, it advocates the 
promotion of friendship and harmony between neighbors as its value orientation. Often in the game, if 
the two sides happen to be friendly villages where each other visits longqin together, they will often 
present a scene of mutual comity and mutual respect. This is fully in line with the values of friendship 
first and competition second that the Chinese have advocated since ancient times. And because of the 
stability of China's agricultural society, local people tend to live and work in peace, do not like fighting, 
and are unwilling to participate in adventurous activities and competitions. 

The entire process of the Oxbridge Boat Race is full of competition. Whether it is the tension 
between the participating teams or the mood of the audience supporting the "dark blue" or "light blue", 
you can experience the full "flavor of gunpowder". Throughout the past nearly 200 years of 

 
2 In 1857, the Oxbridge racing boat did not use sliding seats, until the first use of sliding seats in 1873. 
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competition, the two teams often have beatings and even the oars are broken. This is to compete for 
the perfect river to increase the speed, so the two teams leaned too close and the pulp collided with the 
pulp. The above also mentioned that in 2003, the Dark Blue Oxford team only won by 1 foot, which 
is an advantage of about 30 centimeters. On the 6.8-kilometer track, the two teams competed with each 
other and chased each other. There was fierce competition at almost every moment. After all, in the 
eyes of Cambridge University and Oxford University which they both represent, the competition is the 
first and the other is second. Except for the Oxbridge Boat Race held for the first time in 1829 for 
entertainment, all subsequent competitions are challenged by the losers of the previous year. The 
purpose is to win the competition, which reflects the spirit of reluctance to admit defeat and an 
enterprising spirit. Just as Gui Tao said in Oxbridge Racing Boat: Many competitive group games in 
the world were either invented in the UK or perfected and formed in the UK[11]. From the perspective 
of sports events, the British nation indeed has a spirit of free competition. In addition, the United 
Kingdom is a nomadic and seafaring nation, and because it needs to always beware of external dangers, 
it has the quality of the adventure. 

5.3 Flexible Innovation and Traditional Conservative 

Guilin Dragon Boat Race is flexible and innovative in terms of its development. As mentioned above, 
the colors of dragon boats and dragon heads in various villages are not exactly the same, and even the 
customs surrounding the sacrifices are not the same. There are two ways to say that the visiting longqin 
listed by the author here, and the dragon boat songs are even more varied and there are differences 
between each region and even neighboring villages. Moreover, the Guilin Dragon Boat Race has 
gradually become more and more abundant through the development of these years. In addition to the 
customs such as worshipping the immortals, some entertainment projects have gradually appeared. 
The Guilin Dragon Boat Race has gradually increased its ornamental and entertainment properties. 
The initial Guilin dragon boat was to provide sacrifices to the dragon immortal to solve food and 
clothing. As people's food and clothing problems are gradually solved, the Guilin dragon boat has 
gradually transitioned from the previous solemn sacrificial activities to a cheerful entertainment mode. 
This is related to the tolerance of Chinese Confucian culture. Confucian culture advocates great 
unification, but unification is not achieved by excluding dissidents, but by relying on a culture of 
tolerance and continuous integration to form a new culture. The development process of Guilin Dragon 
Boat reflects its people's willingness to accept new things and adapt to the new environment, which is 
a reflection of the flexible and innovative spirit of the Chinese nation. 

Compared with the development of the flexible and innovative Guilin Dragon Boat, the 
development of the nearly 200 Oxbridge Rowing Race is more traditional and conservative. Because 
Oxbridge boat racing is value-oriented with competition, and competitive boats are expensive to build, 
they have always been regarded as aristocratic sports. For example, Bai Yufei, Liu Wenjing, Yang 
Wujian, Zuo Wen, and Zou Xinxian mentioned in The Impact of Economic Level and Educational 
Level on Olympic Results that many of the modern Olympic games, such as equestrianism, sailing, and 
rowing, are typical nobles movement, there is a high barrier to entry[12]. Chen Lingyan and Fu 
Guangsheng mentioned in the article A Comparison of British Afternoon Tea and Guilin Camellia 
from the Cultural Perspective: An Analysis of the Cultural Implications in Cups and Bowls that the 
British aristocracy has the characteristic of conservative tradition[10]. The author believes that it can 
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also reflect this characteristic from the development of the Oxbridge rowing competition. The 
Oxbridge Boat Race for nearly two hundred years has always been value-oriented to win the game, 
and apart from the design changes made to the boats for better rowing efficiency, the styles of the boats 
are almost the same. In addition, the Oxbridge Rowing Race is held on the Thames, the "Father River" 
of the United Kingdom. It has hardly changed in nearly two hundred years. From this point of view, 
the Oxbridge Rowing Competition also reflects the conservative concept of the British aristocracy in 
maintaining traditions. 

5.4 Mass Activity and Elite Activity 

The Guilin Dragon Boat Race is a mass activity, with villages as a unit, freely organized by each 
village, the participants are basically villagers, and the masses have a solid foundation. As mentioned 
above, the Guilin Dragon Boat will have drummers, boatmen, copehands, stalkers, flag bearers, and 
gunners. These "professional" positions are held by the villagers. For example, the candidates for 
Boatman are generally held by experienced old people in the village, who are mainly responsible for 
controlling the direction of the dragon boat; the flag bearer is held by the authoritative old people in 
the village, who mainly do some sacrificial activities during the dragon boat cruise, such as directing 
the dragon boat on the water., drawing Tai Chi picture and so on. Because of its mass foundation, the 
government during the Republic of China vigorously promoted the dragon boat culture in order to 
consolidate its rule. In addition, there are many ethnic minorities in Guilin. This kind of mass 
movement is conducive to enhancing the identity of various ethnic groups and maintaining national 
unity. This is also one of the reasons why the Guilin dragon boat can be passed down. Moreover, the 
Guilin Dragon Boat Race is closely related to people's lives. Whether it is for food and clothing, 
sacrifices, or exorcism, it can reflect the essence of local life. 

As Qin Yuchen said in The Ship in the River Kang and Others: Oxford and Cambridge refer to 
each other as "a college next door." There are many competitions, including rowing, rugby, cricket, 
ice hockey, and golf. Rowing is the most distinctive British elite sporting event among them[6]. The 
Oxbridge Rowing Race is an elite sport. The participants are all students from these two top 
universities, often masters or doctors, and the participants representing the two schools are the best 
after rigorous training and internal competition. For example, two Olympic gold medalist James 
Cracknell represented the "light blue" Cambridge team in 2019. Hawking was once the helmsman of 
Oxford College but did not represent the school team. In addition, the athletes participating in the 
rowing competition have strong teamwork and leadership skills, especially the helmsman. In addition 
to strong psychological quality, they also need strong language skills, strong leadership and surpassing 
the insight of ordinary people and so on. The athletes who can put on the blue "jacket" to play are 
among the best. It can be said that although the participants of the two schools are not Olympic-level 
athletes, they are also the top rowing competitions in the world. 

6 CONCLUSION 

Although the appearance, competition process and development of the Guilin Dragon Boat Race and 
the Oxbridge Boat Race, which are traditional water sports, are quite different. Analyzing the 
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differences between the two from a cultural perspective, we can clearly understand the underlying 
reasons.  
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